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Introduction

pteg represents the six Passenger Transport Executives of England and Scotland which between them serve eleven million people in Tyne and Wear (‘Nexus’), West Yorkshire (‘Metro’), South Yorkshire, Greater Manchester, Merseyside (‘Merseytravel’) and the West Midlands (‘Centro’). 

Britain’s PTEs are the driving force behind the development of public transport in some of Britain’s largest City Regions. Their responsibilities include:

· producing the strategies for the development of local public transport networks

· planning and managing local rail services (in partnership with the DfT)

· planning and funding socially necessary bus routes

· working in partnership with private operators to improve bus services—for example through bus priority schemes

· running concessionary travel schemes—including those for older, disabled and young people

· investing in local public transport networks—including new rail and bus stations

· developing and promoting new public transport schemes—like light rail and guided bus networks
· managing and maintaining bus interchanges, bus stops and shelters
· providing impartial and comprehensive public transport information services—including by phone and internet 
LTP 3 response
Individual PTE / LTP teams will be responding to the guidance to reflect local views and circumstances.

As a body that brings together the six PTEs at the level of Director Generals and Planning Directors we share the view reflected in many of the individual responses which is that:

· the DaST’s objectives are an appropriate context for LTPs (though additional clarity would be helpful in two areas in particular – climate change and equality - see below)
· we support the devolution of decision-making on local transport to the local level. In this regard the greater flexibility for LTP 3 is welcome: particularly the commitment to allow LTP partners to define local priorities so long as these make a contribution to the delivery of national goals. With this in mind we support the principle of ‘light touch’ guidance
· the policy handbook is helpful, however, the ideal format for this would be a webhub bringing together relevant legislation, guidance, key reports and good practice examples. This could be a development of the existing LTPN site or a new site
Given there are detailed responses to the guidance from individual Met areas we would like to use this opportunity to raise the wider issue of ensuring that LTP 3 dovetails with other relevant policies.

In particular there is a need to ensure that the LTPs are closely aligned with the CAA/LAA and LSP processes. Whilst we accept that the responsibility for ensuring this alignment rests with the devolved bodies responsible for them, we believe that there is also a role for Guidance and for Government Offices in promoting and supporting and brokering this process. 

Government Offices have a role in the development and monitoring of LTPs, LAAs, MAAs, and Regional Strategies, and thus should have a role in ensuring that all of these are consistent and relate to each other. GOs also frequently participate in LSPs and so again they should have a role in helping partners to establish a clearer linkage between the delivery of improved transport through LTPs, and the wider socio-economic goals at LSP level.

Any wider guidance could also inform the work of other Government departments whose policies also have significant implications for transport in the city regions – such as DfES and DoH (on for example the location of facilities and ‘choice’ agendas) and the DCLG (on planning policies).

On further context for the DaSTs objectives (referred to above) we believe it would be helpful if DfT policy and guidance in two of the five goals for national transport policy were to be better developed.

On Climate Change Local Transport Authorities need a national framework in which to work to show what contribution sub-national transport will be expected to play in achieving national targets for carbon reduction. Given the complexities of the challenges and choices on carbon (for example on vehicle and fuel technologies) local transport authorities will also require guidance (including advisory web hubs) in order to assist them in making wise choices on the most effective measures for tackling carbon emissions from local transport provision.

On equality, PTEs are home to some of the country’s most severe concentrations of social exclusion and inequality. At the same time PTEs have pioneered and promoted some of the most extensive programmes of transport initiatives in the country with a social inclusion focus. In our view this is an area of DfT policy where practitioners on the ground lack a clear sense of a national framework from national government. For example, interventions with a social inclusion focus can score poorly on conventional cost benefit analysis because such appraisal systems favour schemes which result in significant journey time savings for the currently economically productive. It would be helpful to have a clearer steer from DfT that such schemes are of value because of the specific inclusion benefits they result in. There are many other examples of where a clearer strategy from DfT on transport and social inclusion policies and priorities would be helpful and we have been pursuing these in an on-going dialogue with DfT Accessibility and Equalities Unit. However, in short we feel that more than five years on from the SEU report on transport and social inclusion there is a need for the DfT to provide an update, and a fresh national framework for this priority area.
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